
WORK FOR HIRE AGREEMENT

This agreement is made by and between Sigil Entertainment Group, Inc., d.b.a. Talisman Studios, a New York corporation 
(hereinafter referred to as ñPublisherò), whose principal place of business is at 10417 Duanesburg Road, Delanson, NY 12053 and 
Erskin Lewis Cherry, residing at 14 Pine Hill Drive, wellsville, NY 14895 (hereinafter referred to as ñCreativeò). This agreement is 
effective through 01/01/2006, between parties hereto, who agree as follows in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein:

INTENTION
Publisher herby commissions Creative to prepare Work that conforms fully to speciýcations outlined in the attached and subsequent 
Work Orders.

ORIGINALITY
Creative represents and warrants that, except to the extent that the Work is based upon material owned by Publisher, or material in the 
public domain, the Work shall be original with Creative and will not infringe on any copyright, patent, or trademark, or any other right 
of any person, ýrm or corporation.

WORK FOR HIRE
Creativeôs services hereunder shall be as an independent contractor for hire, and the Work shall be a work made for hire.

OWNERSHIP
The Work shall be the property of Publisher, who shall be deemed to be the creator thereof with all the rights to the copyright therein, 
including all concepts and characters. Publisher shall have the sole unrestricted right to use the Work and its content in any way it sees 
ýt, and shall not be liable to Creative in any way should Publisher fail to use the Work at all. 

RELATIONSHIP OF PARTIES
Creative shall be an independent contractor with respect to Publisher. As such, Creative shall not be entitled to any of the beneýts 
payable or otherwise extended to the employees of Publisher. Creative shall be responsible for the payment of Creativeôs own taxes, 
and for the payment of Social Security, unemployment, insurance, and all other contributions required by federal and state law. 
Nothing in this agreement is intended or shall be deemed to constitute a license, partnership, employment, or joint venture relationship 
between the parties.

SELF-PROMOTION
Creative is granted the right to use the Work in noncommercial, self-promotional efforts once the work has been published or one year 
after the acceptance of the Work, whichever comes ýrst. This includes the inclusion of the Work in a physical portfolio or the posting 
of a sample of the Work on a website. 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF CREATIVE
The Creative hereby agrees to edit, design, write, illustrate, and/or layout the Work as speciýed on Work Order. Creative shall deliver 
the Work to Publisher on or before the dates speciýed in the Work Order. All material must be submitted electronically. RTF is the 
format preferred for text. Artwork should be submitted as 300dpi TIFFs or JPGs. Layout must be performed using Adobe InDesign or 
PageMaker.  

APPROVALS
All versions and portions of the Work (including, but not limited to, the First Draft and the Final Draft) shall be subject to the approval 
of Publisher, in its sole discretion. Publisher shall notify Creative within thirty (30) days of receipt of the First Draft of the Work of 
one of the following conditions:

a. First Draft accepted as both First Draft and Final Draft (with or without revisions).
b. First Draft accepted; Creative notiýed of revisions necessary for approval as Final Draft.
c. First Draft not accepted; Creative notiýed of revisions necessary for approval as First Draft.
d. First Draft rejected. Agreement terminated. 



Publisher shall notify Creative of one of the following conditions within thirty (30) days of receipt of the Final Draft of the 
Work.

a. Final Draft accepted (with or without revisions).
b. Final Draft not accepted; Creative notiýed of revisions necessary for approval as Final Draft.
c. Final Draft rejected. Agreement terminated. 

PAYMENT
In consideration of both the services performed by the Creative herein, Publisher shall pay the Creative according to the 
payment terms speciýed in the Work Order.

These sums are payable if, and only if, Publisher accepts the Work in both First and Final Draft form. Creative shall be 
responsible for the payment of all applicable taxes, including, but not limited to, all federal, state, and local income taxes and 
all self-employment taxes.

Creative understands and agrees that this work for hire does not include any royalties or subsidiary rights to the Work.

The Creative will receive three (3) copies of the published Work at no cost. Creative may purchase additional copies of the 
published Work from Publisher at ýfty percent (50%) of the retail price, plus shipping.

PENALTIES
Publisher may, at its sole discretion, accept the First Draft or Final Draft of the Work up to seven (7) days past their respective 
due dates without penalty. For each subsequent week or portion thereof that Creative fails to deliver the First Draft or Final 
Draft of the Work, Publisher may reduce the corresponding payment by twenty percent (20%).

Creative shall incur no penalties if penalty conditions are caused by delay or negligence on the part of Publisher.

Should Creative fail to submit an acceptable First Draft, or fail to revise to Publisherôs satisfaction the Final Draft of the Work, 
Publisher may at such time, at its sole discretion, terminate this Agreement. In the event of termination of this Agreement, 
the Work or any portion thereof already accepted and paid for by Publisher shall remain the property of Publisher and 
Publisher shall have the sole right to use it in any manner without further negotiations with or compensation to Creative. At 
Publisherôs election, upon termination of this Agreement, Publisher may demand repayment of all amounts paid to Creative by 
Publisher under this agreement. Upon such repayment, Publisher shall deliver to Creative all copies of the Work in Publisherôs 
possession. 

If in Publisherôs sole judgment, revisions to the accepted Work are necessary and of such nature as to require revision beyond 
the scope of normal editing, and this agreement is not terminated as provided above, Publisher may reduce the payment 
speciýed according to the degree of such revision considered necessary. Publisher may include the name of the person 
completing such revisions in the credits of the published work.

CREATIVE CREDIT
Publisher alone shall determine where and how Creativeôs credit shall appear on or in the published version of the Work. 
Creativeôs name will appear on cover and/or interior credits page.

COOPERATION
Creative agrees to provide Publisher with reasonable assistance necessary to prepare the Work for publication. Such assistance 
includes, but is not limited to, verifying research, clarifying text, and answering telephone and written questions during normal 
business hours. Publisher agrees to provide Creative with reasonable assistance necessary to create the Work.  

CONFIDENTIALITY
In consideration of the conýdential material and business plans supplied by the Publisher to assist in the preparation of the 
Work, the Creative agrees not to reveal any of said conýdential material or business plans to anyone not working for or on 
behalf of the Publisher without Publisherôs prior written permission.



FORCE MAJEURE
Neither party shall be liable for any delay due to acts of God or a public enemy, acts or any order of a governmental authority, 
ýres, þoods, or other natural disasters, embargoes, accidents, explosions, strikes, or other labor disturbances. If such delay 
occurs, the date of the relevant personôs performance hereunder shall be deferred for a period equal to the time lost by the 
delay.

GOVERNING LAW
This contract, including all matters relating to the validity, construction, performance and enforcement thereof, shall be 
governed by the laws of the State of New York.

SEVERABILITY
The provisions of this agreement are severable, and if any provision shall be held illegal, invalid, or unenforceable, such 
holding shall not affect the legality, validity, or enforceability of any other provision and any such illegal, invalid, or 
unenforceable provision shall be deemed stricken here from as if it had never been contained herein, but all other provisions 
shall continue in full force and effect.

FINAL AGREEMENT
This contract contains the entire agreement between the parties with respect to the subject matter hereof and superseded any 
prior agreements between the parties, written or oral, with respect to such subject matter.

NOTICES AND REPORTS
All notices or demands required or permitted under this agreement shall be in writing and shall be deemed served when 
deposited in the United States Mail, ýrst class postage prepaid, certiýed or registered mail, return receipt requested, addressed 
as provided in paragraph 1 of this contract, or to such other address as either party may designate in writing. All reports or 
payments required under this contract shall be served as above, but no certiýcation or registration shall be required.

SIGNING
By signing in the spaces below, the parties hereto have agreed to all the terms and conditions of this agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this agreement to be signed by their duly authorized representatives as of 
the day and year ýrst above written.

 
 ________________________________ ____________________________________
 For Publisher    For Creative

 _______________________________ ____________________________________
 Date     Date

 _______________________________ ____________________________________
 Printed Name    Printed Name

 _______________________________ ____________________________________
 Title     Social Security Number or Taxpayer ID



WORK ORDER #1

Shaintar (Savage Setting)
The following sections describe the speciýc terms of this agreement.

Work Commissioned
Edit Shaintar: Immortal Legends manuscript.

Due Dates
The First Draft of the Work is due September 1, 2005.

The Final Draft of the Work is due  September 15, 2005.

Payment Terms
Payment for the Work is 15% of proýts. Paid once a quarter, ýrst payment due the ýrst quarter after publication of Work.


